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11th National Multicultural Church Conference
Services of Worship
May 27-30, 2010
All sources for materials are listed as end notes
Opening Worship – Thursday Afternoon (4:30—6:00 p.m.)

Blessing of the Waters [Water is  poured into a basin as the liturgy is spoken]
Liturgist:  
On that first day, when time began:

All:

you gave birth to creation;

light danced through the darkness;

the waters of hope flowed free and clear.

Liturgist:  
On that first day at the Jordan, when redemption began:

All:

you spoke of life for all your children,

as your Child stepped into the waters of forgiveness,

dancing in hope with his cousin, John.

Liturgist
On this first day, gathered together, when we begin anew:

All:

you call us to faithfulness,

as we open our hearts to you,

your voice claiming us as your own.

Opening Song, Liturgy and Flag Procession

Canticle of the Turning (Northern Ireland/USA)
My soul cries out with a joyful shout; that the God of my heart is great,

And my spirit sings of the wondrous things; that you bring to the ones who wait.

You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,

So from east to west shall my name be blest.  Could the world be about to turn?

Chorus:

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,

And the world is about to turn!

Though I am small, my God my all, you work great things in me,

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,

You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.

Chorus

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne.

The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;

There are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.

Chorus

Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:

God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp.

This saving word that our forbears heard is the promise which holds us bound,

'Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.

Chorus

Liturgist 1:  The world IS about to turn … and as it turns we are called to come from every corner of the Earth and gather as God’s people.  From the East comes the rising sun 

(pause as yellow flag comes from back to middle)

Liturgist 2:  Peoples of the East, lands of ancient culture, silk garments and batiks, island nations, gathering nourishment from the sea,…

(yellow flag comes onto stage, end is grabbed by axel on center stage)

Liturgist 1:  From the West, rain pours down and quenches the Earth, feeding rivers and trees, oceans and animals  

(pause for green flag to come from back to middle)

Liturgist 2:  Peoples of the West, lands of science and industry, fields of cotton to keep us warm and wheat for bread, 

(green flag comes onto stage, end is grabbed by axel)

Liturgist 1:  From the North blows the wind and snow  

(pause for white flag to come forward)

Liturgist 2:  Peoples of the North, lands of mystery, austere beauty, rivers teaming with salmon, forests of running elk…

(white flag comes onto stage, end is grabbed by axel)

Liturgist 1:  From the South comes the blazing light of fire

(pause for red flag to come forward)

Liturgist 2:  Peoples of the South, lands of passion and energy, brightly colored fabrics dancing together, rainforests, savannahs, fields of corn…[pause]…and now see God’s people gathered together from every tribe and tongue, from every nation under heaven to praise the Lord with gladness!

(red flag comes onto stage, end is grabbed by axel. All flags begin turning in large wheel on stage as chorus from “Canticle of the Turning” is sung twice again.)

My heart shall sing of the day you bring; 

Let the fires of your justice burn

Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near; 

And the world is about to turn (repeat)

Call to Confession

You and I are now the ones who step forth out of the safe waters of baptism, to bring hope, to share a word of grace, to carry healing into the brokenness of the lives around us. Let us confess how we still struggle to follow in faith wherever Jesus leads us. Join me as we pray;
Prayer of Confession
Liturgist:  Timeless God,

you cast Light into sin's dark places

and call us your Beloved.

All:  Forgive us:

when we still linger in the shadows;

when we treat others in hurtful ways;

when we speak ill of your friends.

Liturgist:  As he knelt in the waters of Jordan,

you proclaimed Jesus as your Child,

pointing to him as the way to you.

All:  Forgive us:

when we put ourselves ahead of him;

when we think he is no longer needed;

when we fail to see him in the broken of our world.

Liturgist:  Baptized and blessed in your living waters,

you would have us be your servants in our time.

All:  Forgive us:

when we fail to welcome the stranger;

when we refuse to forgive as we should;

when we believe we are too good to kneel down

and tie the shoes of the lost, the least, the last, the little.

Assurance

Touched by the waters of life, fed at the feast of grace and hope, embraced in the warmth of God's love and hopes - this is good news for all of us!

Blessed by baptism's tears, called to servanthood by the Beloved, filled with the peace of the Spirit, we are indeed God's people - redeemed, restored, refreshed to serve. Thanks be to God! 
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you 

[pass the peace of Christ to one another]
Song of Response


Gloria a Dios (Peru)
Gloria a Dios, gloria a Dios, gloria en los cielos (call & response)

A dios la gloria por siempre (call & response)

Alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen, alleluia, amen. (all together)

Offering – Call for/interpret Offering and Prayer of Dedication
Scripture & Sermon – The Rev. Dr. Renita Weems

Prayer 

Closing Song

Wade in the Water (African-American spiritual) 
Wade in the water.

Wade in the water, children.

Wade in the water.

God's a-gonna trouble the water.

Well, who are these children all dressed in red?

God's a-gonna trouble the water

Must be the children that Moses led

God's a-gonna trouble the water.    Chorus

If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed,
God's gonna trouble the water.

Follow me down to Jordan’s stream.

God's a-gonna trouble the water.  Chorus

Jordan's water is chilly and cold.

God's gonna trouble the water.

It chills the body, but not the soul.

God's a-gonna trouble the water.  Chorus

Look over yonder, what do I see?
God's gonna trouble the water.

Holy Ghost a fallin’ on me.

God's a-gonna trouble the water.  Chorus
Friday Morning Devotion – (8:00 – 8:40 a.m.)
Drawing from the Well

Prelude


Let the River Flow

Let the poor man say I am rich in him.

Let the lost man say I am found in him

Oh, let the river flow

Let the blind man say I can see again

Let the dead man say I am born again

Oh, let the river flow, oh let the river flow

Let the river flow, let the river flow,

Holy Spirit come, move in power

Let the river flow.


Blessing of the Waters [Water is poured into a basin as the liturgy is spoken]


Liturgist:  
All who thirst, come to the water


All:  

Come, all who are weary




Come, all who yearn for forgiveness


Liturgist:
The Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ has washed over us


All:

Our gracious and holy God beckons and blesses us.


Liturgist
Drink deeply of these living waters


All:

Lord, you are the fountain of life, refresh us




Lord, you are the cleansing spring, heal us




Lord, you are the well from which we drink and never thirst again, 
fill us


Opening Chorus



All Who Are Thirsty
All who are thirsty, all who are weak

Come to the fountain, dip your heart in the steams of life

Let your pain and your sorrows, be washed away

In the waves of God’s mercy, as deep cries out to deep, we sing

Come, Lord Jesus, come (repeat)

Holy Spirit, come (repeat)

Devotion: Mr. Adam Malak

Scripture:  John 4:7-15, 27-30, 39-42


Title:  Drawing from the Well

Closing Song


N Nung Yay Dah (Ghana)

N nung yay dah

N nung yay dah, oh-oh

N nung yay dah, m ma bia

N nung yay dah



Translated: “I believe, I believe, oh, I believe, my mother’s child, I believe.”

Saturday Morning Devotion -- (8:00-8:40 a.m.) 
Drawing from the Well
Prelude

Praise Band, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Cicero, IL

Blessing of the Waters [water is poured into a basin as the liturgy is spoken]

Liturgist: You are the mountain spring, O Fountain of Living Water;

All: We sip from the deep freshness of your everlasting love.

Liturgist: You are like the summer rain, O Sudden Benediction;

All: Drench our souls and quench our thirsting spirits with your peace.

Liturgist: You are like a raging sea, O Storm Upon Our Oceans;

All:  Break to bits our fragile bark as we learn to lean on you.

Liturgist: You are like a waterfall, Oasis in our Desert;

All: Source of our heart’s survival in the press and stress of live.

Liturgist: You are like a bottomless well, O Cup of Life-giving Water;

All: Praise be to you, O God.






Adapted from Miriam Therese Winter, WomanWord

Opening Song 


Si Tuvieras Fe (Caribbean) 
“If you only had faith just like a little grain of mustard,”

This is what Jesus declares. (repeat)

“You would be able to tell the mountain, 

‘Move away. Move away.’”(repeat)


And then the mountain would move away,


Would move away, would move away.  (repeat)

Anthem:  Praise Band,  Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Cicero, IL
Devotion – The Rev. Magdalena García

Scripture  Isaiah 42:5-12, John 21:1-14


Title:  Casting to the Other Side
Closing Song


Este Momento (Argentina)

This is the moment now, this is the moment,

You hear a voice, yet silent, filled with torment.

A breaking heart cries out, this painful comment:

“I wait in pain, and I cannot believe.”

REFRAIN

This is the moment, this is the moment

This is the moment now, this is the moment

This is the moment, this is the moment

And it belongs to God

This is the moment now, when rent asunder

(and trembling stones of earth reveal the wonder)

A piercing cry breaks through the veil like thunder

God has remembered us, did not forget!

REFRAIN

Este momento, este momento

Este momento en punto es el momento

Este momento, este momento

Este momento

This is the moment now, this is the moment—

Our voices, stunned by earth and heaven, are shaken.

Though they seem mute, as if all were forsaken

They turn the painful cry into a song.
REFRAIN

This is the moment, this is the moment

This is the moment now, this is the moment

This is the moment, this is the moment

And it belongs to God

Este momento, este momento

Este momento en punto es el momento

Este momento, este momento

Este momento

Closing Worship – Sunday Morning  (9:00—10:30 a.m.)
Processional Hymn 

Come Thou Fount 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 

mount of thy redeeming love. 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 

hither by thy help I'm come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed his precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

seal it for thy courts above.

Opening Prayer – Modern Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven…

Voice 1: You are in Sudan and the Middle East, Haiti and Northern Ireland.


You are within us and with us and in our homes.  


You are in Brazil and Cuba, Canada and India.


You are with the hungry and dying and lonely people of our world.

All: Hallowed be thy name…

Voice 2: Hallowed in the memory of Paul of Tarsus, Martin Luther King Jr., Desmond Tutu, Mother Theresa, Archbishop Oscar Romero, and all of our parents and grandparents who taught us our faith.

All: Thy kingdom come…

Voice 3: A kingdom without police harassment, racism, sexism, oppression, unnecessary suffering, sweatshops, or hatred.  A kingdom where everyone has enough and no one suffocates from having too much.

All: Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…

Voice 1:  We hope and trust in God’s will that our world be free of war, hunger and poverty; and in God’s will for a creation free from pollution- with clean air, clean water, and safe food for everyone. 

All: Give us this day our daily bread…

Voice 2: The bread of compassion, patience and endurance. The bread of unity to make us one nation and one people. But only enough bread for today, lest we become greedy and forget to trust in your provision for tomorrow.

All: And forgive us our trespasses and we forgive those who trespass against us...

Voice 3: Forgive our selfishness and our greed, our unfaithfulness and pride.  Help us to fulfill our debts.

All: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…

Voices 1, 2, 3 together:  Help us not be lured by our own comfort, but boldly seek God’s desire for all creation.  Help us not continue to close our eyes to the suffering we cause others, in striving for a better life for ourselves.

All: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.    

Passing the Peace

Peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you

[pass the peace of Christ to one another]
Song of Response

Alleluia (Syria)
Offering – Call for/interpretation of offering & Prayer of Dedication
Anthem – “Instrument of Peace” Liturgical Dancers From Pullman Presbyterian Church,  Chicago dancing to Marvin Sapp’s song “Thirsty”
Scripture & Sermon – The Rev. Dr. Frank Yamada


Scripture:  Ezekiel 47:1-12, Revelation 22:1-5

Title:  “A River Runs Through It”


Communion – Rev. Bruce Reyes Chow and Rev. Jeanette Jordan, co-preside

Jeanette:

Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  

And this is the Table, not of the church, but of the Lord.  

It is the table of company with Jesus and all who love him.

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.

It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.

Scripture tells us that people will come from north and south and east and west to sit at table together in the kingdom of God.

So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little,

You who have been here often and you who have not been here in a long time,

You who have tried to follow the way of Christ and you who have stumbled along the way.

Come, not because I invite you, but because our Lord invites us all.

Bruce:

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving


Leader:  The Lord be with you.


People:  And also with you.


Leader:  Lift up your hearts.


People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise…

We thank you, God, that you have given yourself to us in love.  If we go to the heights of the mountains, or the end of the earth, you are with us.  If we go to the depths of the sea, your right hand holds us fast.  Therefore, we lift our hearts in joyful praise, joining our voices with choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

(Congregation sings)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord; God of power and might

Heaven and earth are full of your glory

Hosanna in the highest.


Hosanna in the highest, hosanna, sing on high


Hosanna in the highest

Blest is the one who comes in the name 

who comes in the name of the Lord


Hosanna in the highest, hosanna, sing on high


Hosanna in the highest

We thank you for Jesus, your Word, who lived among us.  We thank you that he came to teach us about you and about how you want us to live.  He ate meals with tax collectors, sinners, and other people who nobody liked to show us how much you love everyone.   Great is the mystery of faith.


(Congregation sings)
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again

Hosanna in the highest.


Hosanna in the highest, hosanna, sing on high


Hosanna in the highest.
Come, Holy God, come,

pouring out your Spirit upon this feast,

transforming your children

with the simple gifts of the bread and cup.

As we eat of the bread,

we find you within us,

uniting us, wherever we are divided,

healing us, where we are broken,

sending us, when we are reluctant,

to throw open wide all that imprisons

our sisters and brothers throughout the world.

As we drink from the cup,

we realize how deeply we know you,

and will go forth to witness to all around us,

that the love with which you have loved us

may be in them, and we in them.

And when the end of all time has come,

when the Alpha and Omega invites us to "come,"

we will gather around your Table in the holy city,

clothed in your grace with all the saints,

we will sing your praises forever and ever,

God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen.

Bruce:

On the night Jesus celebrated the Passover meal with his disciples, he took bread and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take, eat, this is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.

Jeanette:

In the same way, he took the cup and said “This cup is the new promise sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me.  For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord, until he comes again.  

[direction on taking communion by intinction—serving one another at tables]

This is the feast of God for the people of God.  Come, for all is prepared!
For Everyone Born

For everyone born, a place at the table

For everyone born, clean water and bread

A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing

For everyone born, a star overhead

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:

Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice … justice and joy

For everyone born, a place at the table

To live without fear, and simply to be

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship

For everyone born, the right to be free.

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:

Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice … justice and joy

Closing Prayer

Transition to Baptismal Pool
Conference participants process with water from the Ballroom to outdoor pool

Siyahamba

Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen kwen-khos


Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen kwen-khos   (repeat)

Siyahamba – oh-oh


siyahamb’ ekukhanyen kwenkhos    (repeat)

We are marching in the light of God


We are marching in the light of God  (repeat)

We are marching – oh-oh


we are marching in the light of God  (repeat)

Gathering Words

Come to the Living Water.  The river of life is flowing from the throne of God out into the city…into our churches…into our communities…into every place that Jesus Christ wants to bless with new life.

Come.  The Living Water is flowing deep and wide.

Story-telling – Ms. Valerie Tutson 
xviiiReaffirmation of Baptism – Bruce Reyes-Chow
Come to the Living Water.  The river of life is flowing from the throne of God out into the city…into our churches…into our communities…into every place that Jesus Christ wants to bless with new life.

Come.  The Living Water is flowing deep and wide.

After each line, I invite you to say “Living Water, flow through us.”

As the Spirit of God moved over the waters, creating a new world…“Living Water, flow through us.”

As the waters parted, opening the way to freedom for God’s people…”Living Water, flow through us”

As the rock of Horeb opened, quenching the thirst of a wilderness people…“Living Water, flow through us.”

As Jesus declared, “The water that I will give them will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life”…   “Living Water, flow through us.”

As the rivers of this world – the Amazon, the Ganges, the Nile,  the Euphrates, the Mississippi, the Yangtze, the Congo – flow bringing food, making connections, carrying human waste and the blood of war...”Living Water, flow through us”

As the river will flow from God’s throne through the city, nourishing trees of life whose leaves are for the healing of the nations……”Living Water, flow through us”

We come to the Living Water, Jesus Christ, to turn from our sin and to turn once again to the One who is our Source of Life.  Please reaffirm your faith as you respond to these questions.

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?  Do you?  I do

Do you turn to Jesus Christ, the Living Water, and accept him once again as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace and love?  Do you?  I do

Will you go forth from this place, allowing the Living Water of Jesus Christ to flow through you, as you as you trouble the waters of injustice and  bring life and health to God’s people?  Will you?  I will.

We will now mark one another with a sign of the living water of Jesus Christ that has set us free and that flows through us.  I invite you to gather now in small groups around a person holding a bowl of water.  [Wait until they do that before you give the next instructions]

Form a circle.

Now one by one, I invite you to make the sign of the cross with water on the forehead of the person beside you.  As you do that, say to that person, “Remember, you have been baptized with the Living Water of Jesus Christ.”

Continue passing the water around the circle until all have been marked by the sign of living water.

[When it gets quiet, Bruce prays:]

We praise you, Eternal God, for nourishing and sustaining all living things by your gift of water.

Send your Spirit to move over our lives and bring forth new creation.

Free us, as you did the Israelites,  from all that holds us captive.

Pour out on us the living water of Jesus Christ, the water that bubbles up in abundant and eternal life.

As we return to our homes, our communities and our churches, 

make us fountains flowing deep and wide – 

fountains of grace, fountains of peace, fountains of joy, fountains of hope,  

Fountains that witness to your life-giving power,

Fountains that flow together for your glory

Fountains that declare that you are Lord and that in you all God’s people are one.

There is a fountain flowing deep and wide.

We are that fountain, O God, and you are our Source and our Life.

Alleluia!  Amen.

� Written by Thom Shuman: � HYPERLINK "http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2009/01/baptism-of-lord-year-b.html" �http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2009/01/baptism-of-lord-year-b.html� 


� Tune: Star of the County Down, traditional Northern Ireland.  Text and arr: Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.


� Written by Corey Nelson, unpublished, permission granted for use with credit.


� Written by Thom Shuman: � HYPERLINK "http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2009/01/baptism-of-lord-year-b.html" �http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2009/01/baptism-of-lord-year-b.html� 


� This “Gloria,” sometimes attributed to Peru, sometimes to Cuba or another Latin American country is public domain.  Various arrangements are published in numerous resources, including Sing the Faith.


� There are numerous versions and verses attributed to this traditional African-American spiritual, several of them are public domain. We chose several verses that reflect the theme of the conference.


� Words and music by Darrell Patton Evans © 1995 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing


� Adapted from Worshipping Ecumenically, edited by Per Harling, © 1995 WCC Publications


� Words and music by Brenton Brown and Glenn Robertson © 1998 Vineyard Songs


� Unpublished, except in New Song II (PCUSA Youth & Young Adult Ministry song book).  Corey Nelson brought this back from Ghana, West Africa.  Permission for use is granted with credit.


� Adapted from Miriam Therese Winter, WomanWord © 1990 The Crossroad Publishing Co.


� Spanish Caribbean chorus, public domain.  The arrangement we used was published in For Everyone Born: Global Songs for an Emerging Church © 2008 GBGMusik, The United Methodist Church


� Words and music by Pablo Sosa.  Many arrangements are published in numerous resources, including Global Praise 2 © 2000 GBGMusik, The United Methodist Church


� Written by Karen Herbst Kim, Based on an prayer in Gifts of Many Cultures, edited by Maren C. Tirabassi & Kathy Wonson Eddy © 1995 United Church Press


� Communion liturgy is based on liturgy from the Iona Community in Scotland.  Among many sources, this can be found in Iona Abbey Worship Book © 2001 Wild Goose Resource Group


� The Holy, Holy, Holy and Memorial Acclamation are by Christopher Heckert and are published in For Everyone Born: Global Songs for an Emerging Church © 2008 GBGMusik, The United Methodist Church


� Siyahamba is a popular South African freedom song, published in many resources, including Sing the Faith


xviii Written by Barbara Cathey, unpublished, permission granted for use with credit.





